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Message

First let me say thank you for allowing
me to be president of our Great Breed
Club . Our New Vice President will be
Matt Lhamon  of Ohio and also taking
care of the points for the club.

Our new secretary and treasurer will be
Robert Blosl  of Alabama. Robert and
his wife Zora will do the club newsletter
every three months and they both have
had lots of experience before working
with the Rhode Island Red Club. John
Beauchamp of Maryland will be our
Election Commissioner.

A big thank you to all our past officers
Richard Hickman, Pat Hortsman,

Dick Hortsman, and Steve Beaty

Also thanks to our former District Direc-
tors that served the club over the years,
Warren Carlow , of Rhode Island,
Mark Peterson  of Minn. and Doug
Bishop of South Carolina.

We have one of the strongest Breed
Clubs in the country and our Rocks are
always on Champion Row. We need Dis-
trict Directors to send in reports on their
Districts and for all members to get in-
volved in the Club. This involves helping
a new Breeder with Stock, Chicks or
Eggs . We welcome all articles from all
club members especially Judges on their
experience in judging Rocks.

As most of you know we lost a great
Breeder, Friend and Member of the club

in Shelby Harrington . Shelby showed
his stock all over the United States and
was a great promoter of our Club.

Members, Hatch Lots of Chicks. Good
Luck in 2008.

Jim Volk
1-360-978-6414
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| t Basd to believe old man winter is setting
in and itds breeding
to attend a few fall shows this year; Saulk
Trail in Hillsdale, MI, Southern Ohio in
Lucasville, OH, Central Indiana in Lebanon,
IN, Frankenmuth Fowl Fest in Ml, The
Ohio National and finally the Rock and Red
in Nashville, IN.

Numbers were down most places especially
the rarer colors. | hope the new slate of
Officers can inspire some folks to take up
some of the rarer varieties.

The District 4 Meet has been placed for 2008
with the Gateway Poultry Association show
in Bloomington, IN on April 12 & 13, 2008.
This show is going to be a big one as it is
also the ABA Semi Annual Meet for 2008.
Rick Bond is in charge and | know he has
been hatching like crazy to get his White
and Barred bantams ready for this show and
he also has some nice White Large Fowl. |
hope to see a huge turnout of Rocks! The
only other meet | have placed is the IN
State meet with the Central IN Club in Oct.

| will leave the rest for the incoming

Director to place.

As many of you know, | have decided to not
run as the District Director and try a stint

as Vice President. As the VP, | promise to
solicit and present several good bids for our
National and Regional Meets. | still plan to
do the club points and promote Rocks and
look forward to the new duties. As the
District 4 Director, | tried to place a meet at
every show in the District. As you can see by
the points totals and show reports, our
District was one of the meet leaders. |
challenge the new group of Directors to go
out and place as many meets as you can and
expose the Rock breeders to our clubs. Too
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many show reports come in with

sienmambers. agai n. I was abl e

December was an extremely sad month for
me with the loss of Shelby Harrington. He
was a good friend and | always enjoyed
chatting and talking chickens with him at

the shows. He will be missed and | wish the
best to Linda and his
the trip Mike Sayre and | took out to
Delmarva a few years ago to visit and show.
Shelby was a great host and we had a grand
time judging Junior Showmanship at his
show. Shelby is the reason | am still raising
rocks. Several years ago he gave Mike and |
a few Partridge bantams and told us to work
on them as the needed it. We still have them
and got a load of fertile eggs in the incubator
as | write. | think of him every time | look
them over. | know Shelby is at the big show
in the sky, keeping them all in line till the
rest of us get there.

f ami

With this newsletter, we have a new
Secretary in place in Robert Blosl. | have
known Robert for quite some time and could
not think of a better person for the job. He is
a true poultry historian and a worker! We
worked together in the Rhode Island Red
Club back in the | ate
back to the top of the fancy. | look forward to
having him as the Rock Club Secretary and
| know with the help and computer skills of
his wife Zora, we can expect some
exceptional newsletters. Have a good
hatching season and we hope to see
everyone at the shows!

90606s

Matt Lhamon

Former Dist 4 Director/ Vice
President

Y

c



Secretary's Message

Welcome to the first issue of the Plymouth

ever saw, | plan to put much effort in this

Rock Fancierd6s CIl ub o fpublicatienras ithas b€en myrbeliefthé y .

have been asked by my newly elected Na-
tional President Jim Volk to start the first
issue for this year and we hope that it gives
you the information that you will need to
keep you abreast with the upcoming events
in the National Club and with your Regional
Directors. | would like to thank the outgoing
Newsletter Editor and Secretary Treasure
Pat Horstman for all she has done for the
club. I know it was very difficult for her to
hold on to these duties as well as be the
American Poultry Association National Sec-
retary. Il tds enough
Treasure of a major breed club but to com-
pound those duties with a National Club has
never been done before. In this issue it is
sad to report the loss of our dear friend,
breeder and former National Officer Shelby
Harrington.

It was such a shock to learn of his death
just a few days before the National Meet in
Shawnee Oklahoma. Shelby was looking for-
ward to showing his birds and meeting all
his friends at this show. It was good to here
that one of his friends brought his birds to
the National meet to compete with all the
other outstanding birds entered in the show.
In this issue we have some comments from

Newsletter is the pulse of the National Poul-
try Clubs and the Sectary is the hub of the
wheel with the officers and District Direc-
tors as the Spokes. When all are working in
full harmony, the membership will have a
Poultry Breed Club that they will be proud
of and willfully send in their dues to support
it each year.

Hope you enjoy this our first edition of the
News letter. It has developed in substance

tface mbre tham | eSez expeetedalThayks ton d

all who have answered my pleas for articles?
Please spread the word to fellow Plymouth
Rock fanciers that our club is now on the
move and want them to join us. Ask them to
send their dues to me or if you wish collect
their dues and information and mail it for
them

Robert Blosl
Editor/Secretary

of his Shelbyds friends who knew him well

We will explore in this issue and future is-
sue a new concept to the lay out of the news-
letter. It will be an on going experiment

with this News Letter in the software lay

out and my journalism skills that | learned
from High School in the 1960s. As being a
National Poultry Club officer and working

with one of the finest Club Secretaryds that



Tribute to Shelby Harrington

At the age of about thirteen | met Shelby at
a little firehouse in Frederica, Delaware, my
first Delmarva Poultry Fanciers meet-

ing. As with many teens | found other inter-
ests in my late teens and got away from
Poultry. Later years | met Shelby again at
another poultry meeting and became good
friends.

Chickens of course, was the glue that bound
our friendship.  Shelby worked many hours
with his birds grooming them prepping for a
show or just keeping them in condition.
Shelby showed at district, state and national
shows and abroad and won many "Best in
show".

We spent many Wednesday afternoon over a
cup of coffee

just "talking Chickens". But, by no means

did friendship come between competition.
Very competitive he was. That just proves
always do your very best in all we do.

Many trips to the shows Shelby and | would
go to meet up somewhere on the way to at-
tend Lucasville, Columbus, The Congress
and others .Of course the trip,was full of al-
lot of questions and opinions on chickens
Shelby was very patient in that respect. He
told me to bring by some eggs when | was
ready to put in his incubator until | got mine
and | remember him saying on the first
visit," well son now your in the chicken
business". Shelby's mother had a florist
business many years ago , as do my wife and
| and | remember him telling me about cut-
ting carnations and other related things.

I'm sure going to miss picking up the phone
to make a call, but I'm sure if there's chick-
ens in heaven, Shelby's prepping the first
string for that next show -

"Good |l uck, my

John Beauchamp

friend"

till



2007 National Report

The 2007 Plymouth Rock Fanciers Club of Amer-
ica national show was held in conjunction with
the Oklahoma State Poultry Federations 91st
annual show on Dec.8 & 9. The show hall was
excellent. All birds were single decked, nice wide
aisles and good lighting. The total count was
around 2700. This was a large building with two
large exhibition rooms on each side and a large
show arena for cattle or horses in the middle. A
large pigeon show was held in the other exhibi-
tion hall at the same time. | had planned on go-
ing over to the pigeon show on Saturday after-
noon but never made it. Steve Jones announced
that due to the impending bad weather the show
management had decided to release all birds as
soon as they were judged and the awards were
given out.

If you watched the news you know that Okla-
homa was hard hit with an ice storm  on Sunday
morning Dec. 9. Much of the state was without
power for over a week.

There were a little over 200 Plymouth Rock ban-
tams. Best and Res bantam Rock were Whites by
nonmembers. Best Barred was a hen and reserve
was a pullet. Both of these were by Janice Hall.
She had a tremendous string of Barred bantams.
The Barred class as a whole was the best that |

have seen for some time. Best Partridge was a
hen by Dick Horstman, reserve was a nonmem-
ber. Best Silver Penciled was a ckl by Horstman,
reserve was a pullet by Layne Richert. Best Co-
lumbian was a ckl by Horstman, reserve was 2nd
ckl by Richert.

In large fowl Twisted Feather Farm had best

and reserve with their White. Very nice birds.

Best Barred was by a nonmember. Reserve was a
pullet by Horstman.

The Rock Club gave $100 for specials. Janice
Hall, Greg English, Richard Hickman, and Dick
Horstman each added $50 for a total of $300. A
special thanks to these members for their dedica-
tion to the Plymouth Rock club.

A special thanks to Janice Hall, the host director
for making everything run smoothly.

We had planned on having a meeting at 1:30 on
Sat. However they were still judging the Rocks
so that time was pushed back. Then came the
early dismissal and a meeting was not held.

Dick Hortsman



DISTRICT 2 NEWS

Hell o from District 2!
other year has gone by and the spring shows are
almost upon us again. This is the time of year
when it is cold and snow on the ground and hav-
ing to break ice out of water pans you ask your-
self is it worth it but after 30+ years in the hobby
it is.

| personally was able to get to more Shows this
past year than | have in the past several years

and really enjoyed it. | like the competition, but

more importantly the fellowship and seeing

friends, we had a good year on our Barred Rocks.

At most of the shows | went to numbers have
been up and down overall, but competition has
been strong as there have been a lot of different
winners. The color birds have been doing well at

the shows as the numbers seem to be increasing.

The class that really needs work in this area is
the Partridge as you see very few anymore it is
going to take someone to raise them in vast num-
bers to get them back where they were.

The thing that | am really glad to see is the
amount of new junior exhibitors that seem to be
showing, especially rocks | have enjoyed helping
and working with them. | am sure everyone is
getting their breeding pens set up by now and
starting to hatch | know one fellow exhibitor that
coul dndt find the off
winter and has hatched all year. We hatched
well in Buff, Barred and Blacks last year but not
in the Whites hope to do better this year.

Do n vt

button

I viodlcslikehoatrark alltobour lowe doingeoifieers a n -

for the job they have done and welcome the new
ones and hope everyone will support them.

On a sad note | am sure everyone has heard
about the loss of a true Rock Man in Shelby Har-
rington. | had the pleasure of knowing Shelby
since | was 15 years old as | received my first
birds from him 2 trios of Barred Rocks and they
were good ones. Back then he was known for his
Barredds as he didnot

| received some Whites from him when he had to
get out of birds for awhile. | will never forget
what he told me one time at his house he
saidoYou know | thought
you would be another
with it and you have became one of my biggest
competitors, | took that as a true honor and com-
pliment. Shelby was a great breeder but | was
always amazed at how good he was at getting a
bird ready for show and the time he putin it. |
have to say that | know most of what | do about
Rocks from Shelby and Charlie Wabeck. At the
Delmarva Show this Spring our show will be in
honor of Shelby. On an ending note | hope every-
one supports your local shows and enter a lot of
Rocks. At this time | do not have all meets set up
but will soon if anyone would like to know you
can email me at

deplmouthrock@aol.com

on his incubator

Greg English
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District 3 News

May | first say thank you to those responsible for giwvorking with buffs, like Doug Bishop, are to be com-
ing to me this responsibility. | did not seek the job, butended for their labor.

am happy to help our Club anyway | can. | appreciate

Doug Bishop for his labor in this position. He is an ONE LITTLE ROCK: | just began hatching with

asset to our fancy. | have enjoyed recently speakingabout 25 eggs in the hatcher, some rocks, some mod-

with folks in the club like Bob Blosl. There seemstobe ns and some do6éAnvers. 24 wer
a good spirit of promotion in the club, and | believe tbisnfertility, (winter time you know!) but one little
positive spirit will help the club. rock emerged just-chirpin. As | often talk to the birds

and myself, | said fihey champ.
IN MEMORY of SHELBY: Our hearts were saddeneddut 24 ot her s. I hope that is
to learn of the death of Shelby Harrington. He madeor A Mr s. Champo wi | | be ok too

great contributions to the Plymouth Rock Fancy. Our

deepest heartfelt sympathy is expressed to Linda antHREE NEW SHOWS are being planned or consid-

the family. ered in ArkLa-Tex; Fayetteville, Arkansas on the first
Saturday in May, 608, Decateur

SHAWNEE: The Shawnee, Oklahoma showwasa 8, 6 08, and EI Dorado, Arkansas

great show as usual inspite of the fact that the weathgatch for announcements in the Poultry Press.

turned bad and folks had to hurry out of town on Satur-

day night. | was able to stop by the show and take al do plan to become more informed of the events in

stroll around the show room and visit with good District 3 as they develop and any way | can be a help

friends. | enjoyed looking over the nice class of rocksy anyone, call me at 3187-2795 or Emailjac-

white and barred. It was good to see a Ply Rock boathin@chilitech.com.

thanks to Pat.

BUFFs: | have recently been corresponding with some Jlm Craln

of our folks about some buff rocks. Some have sent me
pictures which | very much appreciate. These guys

District 4 News

ABA Semi -Annual

The Gateway Poultry Association is proudly ond building will be used for the Junior Show,
hosting the American Bantam Association 2008 Pigeon Show and all sales coops and areas.

Semi-Annual and the Plymouth Rock District

Meet in Bloomington, IN April 12 -13t 2008. The Bloomington, Indiana is in South Central Indi-

Gateway Poultry Club has been busy preparing ana, 1 hour south of Indianapolis, 2 hours north-

for this show since last spring. west of Cincinnati and Louisville, and 11/2 hours
east of Terre Haute. You should have great

If you have never been to the Gateway Poultry scenery on your travels to our show. The second

Show before, all cooping is single decked and the  week of April is when our roads are lined with
aisles are wide. We have a very large facility on the redbuds blooming and the dogwood just be-
the Monroe County Fairgrounds.  This year we ginning to open. You will enjoy the scenery in
have also rented another building next door to Southern Indiana.

our usual building.  The original building will be

the setting of the Open Show only, while the sec- (Continued on pagi0)



The judges for the 2008 A.B.A. Semi Annual are
from across the whole United States, Jim Sallee
of California, Warren Carlow of Rhode Island,
Ralph Sheriff of South Carolina and Bart Pals of
lowa. The Entry forms will be available in the
March issue of the Poultry Press (last Thursday
of February paper), our website
www.gatewaypoultry.org, or we can send you a
catalog. Contact Rick Bond if you would need
the entry sent to you through the mail, (812) 988
-8815

Reasonably priced, homemade breakfast and
lunch will be available. A spaghetti dinner ban-
guet and awards ceremony will take place Satur-
day evening. A general meeting for all A.B.A.
members and interested parties will follow the
banquet and awards ceremony. The Monroe
County 4 -H Poultry Club will be providing and
preparing the meals. The spaghetti dinner will
be a cost of $5.00 per person.

We are currently making arrangements for a
couple of guest speakers at our show. At pre-
sent, we will be hosting Professor Chen -Ming
Choung from the University of Southern Califor-
nia. A world renowned feather researcher, Dr.
Choung will give a short presentation on the lat-
est findings in his field and will be available to
answer questions. We will also have Kyle Kohl-
hagen from Purdue University giving a presenta-
tion on their new flock testing program.  This
new program involves the testing of eggs, not
birds. Learn more at the show.

Bloomington, IN is home of Indiana University
and there is plenty of activities in Bloomington

on all weekends, the weekend of the show will be
busy in town. Due to all of the activities in
Bloomington hotel rooms can be at a pre-

mium. We have booked some rooms at the Eco-
nolLodge $40-$45 per night (812) 332 -9453. We
also have booked some rooms at the Days Inn
$65-$70 per night (812) 336 -0905. The Eco-
nolLodge is the Show Headquarters and the
A.B.A. Directors Meeting location.  Be sure to
tell them that you are with the Gateway Poultry
Show. There are many other hotels in Blooming-
ton visit the website

www.visitBloomington.com.  Campsites are also
available at the Fairgrounds, pay upon arrival.

Most of the information that you need is avail-
able on our website

www.gatewaypoultry.org. There are many pic-
tures of our show hall and of the trophies that
we are offering. Hotel information, meets, Jr.
Show and all of that information and more is
available on the website,
www.gatewaypoutry.org.

See you in April.

Rick Bond

District 5 News

News from District 5 or The Incubator & Un-
plugged. Temporarily, of course. It is the first
weekend of the new year as | write this, so most
likely it will be plugged in again by the time you
read this. Those of you who know me, know that
due to time and space
hatch large numbers each year, maybe 100 to
125 chicks (4 bantam chicken varieties and call
ducks included). Some of the August and Sep-
tember shows we used to attend have been dis-
continued, so it is usually early October before |
get to show in the fall. Therefore, | try to get my

first chicks out late February to early March and
hatch small settings every 10 to 14 days into
early June. If | start hatching too early, some of
the pullets will be all feathered out with no-
where to show! | did incubate one setting in Sep-

r desnber this past year, which dndy produceditwou a | | y

chicks. They were out of my favorite old barred
cock bird that is now eight years old, so | felt the
need to at least try to hatch them. | have noticed
in years past that late -hatched birds (June o
July) seem to stay in condition for a longer pe-
riod of time and are not necessarily my best lay-
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ers. Does anyone else have any thoughts on this
or was this just a coincidence? | have noticed it
with rocks and cochins both. Maybe someone
would like to comment in the next newsletter.

Thanks to all to who attended or donated to the
National in Shawnee. We had good representa-
tions of most of the bantam varieties, but only
barred and white in the large fowl. Birds are
usually released on Sunday morning after
awards presentations, but based on the warnings
of an impending ice storm the show staff decided
to complete judging, present awards and release
birds late Saturday. This gave exhibitors the op-
tion of leaving Saturday night ahead of the

storm, or cooping out early Sunday. Hope eve-
ryone made it home safely!

We were all saddened by the news of the sudden
passing of Shelby Harrington. He will be missed
and no doubt took a wealth of breeding knowl-
edge with him. | heard from many how much he
was looking forward to showing at Shawnee.

Thanks to all past officers and directors who

have served the club and welcome to the new
ones.

Janice Hall

District 7 News

Greetings from wet and cold Northern
California. The bad weather has kept us
extra busy with keeping the birds dry

and warm and cleaning the

barns. Many Fanciers have braved the
flooded roadways to make their way to
shows including Greater California Soci-
ety of Poultry Fanciers in Fresno and
Humboldt Poultry Fanciers in

Eureka. Recently, we had a show at
Stockton, California with a good turn out
of Rock Breeders, but some of us could
not make it do to a bad storm that came
through our region just before that
weekend. So the numbers of Plymouth
Rocks that where entered where down
because of this. The reports that | have
was there where some real nice Ply-
mouth Rock Bantams shown at the show
and one was selected by Judge Heather
Hayes as Best of Breed, Champion
SCCL and then to Champion Bantam of
the show. The
raised a beautiful White Plymouth Rock
Cockerel that had strong completion but

won out at the end for top bantam of the
show. Also, Tom Durgin from Washing-
ton State, had some real nice barred
rock bantams entered at the show. When
it came to large fowl Plymouth Rocks,
there was a nice class of White Ply-
mouth Rocks. Jim Volk had Ist place pul-
let that went on to win Champion
American.

California continues to have many youth
active in showing poultry at both youth
and open shows. We are very fortunate
to have so many individuals who are
willing to share their knowledge with

the youth. | hope this trend continues.
Please encourage these young exhibitors
to join and support the Plymouth Rock
Club.

Next year the National Meet for the Ply-
mouth Rock Fanciers Club will be held

S h e r maanhSicgktob in &aeudry. ¥We wlill have a

booth there to promote the club and the
(Continued on pag&2)
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(Continued from pag#1)
National Meet. More on this meet in the
months to come.

Remember to send in your member-
ship renewals for the new year. If you
have comments, questions, or ideas for
our club, please contact me. I'm always
ready to talk poultry -especially Ply-
mouth Rocks. Spring is almost here -

CHAMPION

S‘C'C’L

happy hatchings!

Sharon Johnson

johnson4h@sbcglobalon .net

Super Grand Cham-
pion
Guy Roy
NE Poultry Congress
January 2008

District 8 News

Before getting on to my short report of the Ply-
mouth Rocks at the Stockton, California show, |
would like to comment on the state of both Stan-
dard and Bantam Rocks in my district.

For some reason in the last 2 -3 years both sizes
of Plymouth Rocks have taken quite a down
turn. Some of this is due to the loss of Charlie
and Al Sjorgen who were big supporters of the
breed. Currently | am the only one seriously
breeding and showing both sizes in my area. |
think some times breeds tend to go in a cycle of
popularity and hopefully in the near future we
will see an increase in numbers. | for one will
continue on with them as they are a favorite of
mine and were in fact my first real show poultry.
One Sunday many years ago Charlie Sjorgen
showed up on my doorstep with a beautiful trio
of bantam white rocks and told me to see what |
could breed from them. It was at that moment
that my love of white rocks began. Perhaps if
each of us does just once what Charlie did for me

a new fancier of our breed will emerge. | had
only had a few geese to that point but Charlie
told me that he saw greater things for me. A
great man he was and on that same line | was
very sadden to hear of
ing another icon of the breed lost. Shelby was a
true gentleman and when ever our paths crossed
we spent time talking about rocks and of course
my dear friend Charlie. But that said we must
continue working with these fine lines so they
are not lost.

On January12th 2008 | had the pleasure of judg-
ing at the Pacific Poultry breeders show held in
Stockton, California. This is a great club and
they really know how to put on a show. They had
an entry of 2250 | believe which meant the crew
of judges had lots of choice with such a large
group of quality birds. | had the pleasure of judg-
ing the SSCL class and what a class it was. | had

(Continued on pag&3)
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the job of trying to find the best of some really
high quality poultry in most of the breeds. The
Plymouth Rocks were highly competitive with
large numbers in most of the colors. Besides the
whites there were really good birds to be found
in the Columbians, and penciled varieties as well
as the barred. For the breed judging | found my
best of breed in an excellent white cockerel and |
believe if | remember correctly my reserve breed
was also a white cockerel.

The bird that | chose I think typified just what

the breed should look like. He had a fabulous
head and his profile was to die for, with a proper
length of back. He had great width between his
legs and a wonderful front end. A bird any
breeder would be proud to own. The reserve
breed cockerel was as good but a little bigger if |
recall but well within standard, it really could
have gone either way. The best of breed winner

i HES%Z”EB WHITE PLY- HOGK COCHAND HEN
A /TEET SI/NGFIELDILL
BREDAND. °H[YE[78}’ H-WHALBACH WATEHFL"H‘%QB

when on to become reserve of show, his owner |
found out afterwards was Bruce Sherman, con-
gratulations Bruce you will win many more with
that boy.

| should also mention the winner of the Ameri-
can class was a white hen or pullet of really good
quality, but she just
day morning so it was not to be her day, but to
her breeder a job well done.

di dnot

In closing | wish everyone happy hatching and |
hope you grow out many champions.

Heather Hayes

White Plymouth Rock Cock
and Hen
1913
H.W. Halback

Not e

t or 0s

| can not continue to publish a newsletter of
this quality without the support of the offi-
cers, directors, but most of all the members.
Please continue to send me articles, show
photos, and comments for future newslet-
ters.

| am in need of addresses and phone num-
bers as well as email address for our mem-
bers and officers of the club. Please email me
your information to katz@gulftel.com so |
can upgrade my records. Also if you have
any pictures of good rocks or members for

future issues please email them to me.
If you would like me to send you the newslet-

ter by email | can do that on the next issue.
Thanks for all your help.

Robert Blosl

katz@gulftel.com
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M & M ExhibitiondRry

Matt Lhamon & Mike Sayre

Breeding, Exhibiting and Admiring
Exhibition Poultry since 1972!

Currently working with
Black and Golden Laced Wyandotte Bantams
Partridge Plymouth Rock Bantams
Single Comb White Leghorn Bantams
BB Red Old English Bantams
Barred Cochin Bantams
SC & RC RI Red Bantams
SC Dark Brown Leghorn Large Fowl
and the study never ends!

2006 PRFC Points Leader in Partridge Rock Bantams!
Matt Lhamon - APA/ABA General Licensed Poultry Judge
ABA/APA Master Exhibitors
5540 Clum Road
Lima, OH 45806
mattthh@embargmail.com michaelsayre @bex.net
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